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Starbucks’ decision to redesign its annual holiday cups this year and remove
references to Christmas and other religious symbols has many reacting as if this is
the story of “The Barista Who Stole Christmas.”

For years now, Starbucks has been featuring holiday cups, which usually
incorporate designs including reindeer, ornaments and other images associated
with Christmas. Now that these cups boast a simplistic solid red scheme, some
have accused Starbucks of ruining the holiday. Presidential candidate Donald
Trump even suggested people boycott Starbucks.

What exactly has so many Starbucks customers steaming?

As areligious minority in America, I find the uproar extreme. As our society
continues to progress, it's important and healthy to experience moments of
realization and humility—whether you believe Starbucks has ruined Christmas or
not. This is one of those moments.

Being Jewish around the holiday season means a couple of things to me. When I was younger, it
meant sitting there awkwardly as we went around the classroom sharing our Christmas plans. Then
it turned into explaining to my friends that [ have to take other days off from school because

_ Hanukkah doesn’t fall over “Christmas” break. Today, it's
B

about embracing the holiday spirit, even if that spirit
involves Santas in the malls and Jingle Bells on the radio.

So to those upset with Starbucks’ change of design, I'm
sorry that you think your Starbucks cup has a little less
holiday spirit than usual. But remember, those people

~ drinking that very same coffee next to you may have a
different story than yours. Not better. Not worse. Just
different.

’ I'm not asking for a Hanukkah-themed cup; I'm asking
[T that as our society gets better at learning how to

| celebrate our differences, we don’t backtrack. We don’t
need another Christmas-themed cup. We need inclusive-

themed brains.

[ applaud Starbucks for its decision. Maybe I'll even enjoy a peppermint mocha with my potato
latkes come December.
Response question:

- Are people overreacting to Starbuck’s decision?
- Should Starbucks have kept Christmas symbols on their cups?



Write a response to the news article.
Use the directions below to guide your writing.
There is no length requirement, just make sure you meet all the requirements.

Category 3 2 1
Introduction | - The response includes - The response is missing | - The response is missing
the author’s name, article | one of these elements. more than one of these
title, and publisher. elements.
- The introduction is
- The introduction missing important context | - The introduction offers
includes context information. very poor contextual
information. information.
Thesis Last sentence in Last sentence lays out the | Last sentence poorly lays
statement introduction excellently focus of your paper. out the focus of your
lays out the focus of your paper.
paper.
Quotes Includes two correctly Includes two quotes, Includes less than two
attributed quotes, which which are introduced, and | quotes, or does not
are well introduced, and connected to the paper. introduce or connect the
strongly connected to the quotes to the paper.
paper.
Grammar, There are minimal errors. | There are 2-3 errors, and | There are several errors,
Spelling, and they distract from the and they distract from the
Punctuation paper. paper.
Conclusion Conclusion does not Conclusion introduces Conclusion is missing or

introduce any new
information, and
excellently connects the
paper together.

new information, and
poorly connects the paper
together.

unclear.

Total Points: /15




